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Upcoming Events 

7th ς Labor Day 

8th ς First Day of School for FCPS 

11th ς Patriot Day 

22nd ς First Day of Fall 

Scammers 

Several folks have recently received phone 

scam attempts with the ruse of a family 

member being in jail and needing money. 

 

Even if they call you by name, this is 

probably a scam. Ask them a personal 

question that only your family member 

would know.  

Copy down the phone number the scammer 

called from and hang up. Never give them 

the information they are trying to seek. 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

if you think you have been scammed or 

have any information to pass along. 

Call 540-483-3000 

K9 Sasha Gets a New Suit 

CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ Yф {ŀǎƘŀ Ƙŀǎ 

received a bullet and stab protective vest 

thanks to a charitable donation from non-

profit organization Vested Interest in K9s, 

LƴŎΦ Yф {ŀǎƘŀΩǎ ǾŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻƴ 

and Misty Fike of Galesburg, IL and 

ŜƳōǊƻƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘ άIƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜŘέΦ 

 

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., established in 

2009, is a 501(c)(3) charity whose mission is 

to provide bullet and stab protective vests 

and other assistance to dogs of law 

enforcement and related agencies 

throughout the United States. This 

potentially lifesaving body armor for four-

legged K9 is U.S. made, custom fitted, and 

NIJ certified. Since its inception, Vested 

Interest in K9s, Inc. has provided over 3,980 

vests to K9s in all 50 states at a value of 
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$6.9 million, made possible by both private 

and corporate donations.   

The program is open to U.S. dogs that are at 

least 20 months old, actively employed and 

certified with law enforcement or related 

agencies. K9s with expired vests are also 

eligible to participate. There are an 

estimated 30,000 law enforcement K9s 

throughout the United States.  

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. accepts tax-

deductible contributions in any amount, 

while a single donation of $960 will sponsor 

one vest. Each vest has a value of $1,744-

$2,283, weighs an average of 4-5 lb., and 

comes with a five-year warranty. For more 

information, or to learn about volunteer 

opportunities, please call 508-824-6978. 

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. provides 

information, lists events, and accepts 

donations at www.vik9s.org, or you may 

mail your contribution to P.O. Box 9, East 

Taunton, MA 02718.   

Buckle Up Franklin County 

 

Continuing our partnership with Virginia 

DMV, watch this video from Virginia State 

Police and the Franklin County Sheriff's 

Office concerning seat belts. The life you 

save could be yours. Please, buckle up 

Franklin County! 

Buckle Up Video 

Exchange Milling Arrest 

¢ƘŜ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ 

made an arrest in a report of a breaking and 

entering at Exchange Milling Company at 

1380 Franklin Street in Rocky Mount. The 

incident occurred on June 13-14 where 

surveillance footage showed a white male 

as he entered the store. 

 

The individual, identified as Gregory Lee 

Ledbetter, 43, from Rocky Mount, allegedly 

also stole clothing, boots and other items 

totaling over $6,000. Ledbetter has been 

arrested and is facing charges including two 

counts of Grand Larceny, two counts of 

Burglary at Night and one count of 

Receiving Stolen Goods. 

http://www.vik9s.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDMV/videos/293424228575364/?t=24
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He is being held without bond at the 

Western Virginia Regional Jail. 

See WFXR News Report here 

FCSO Babies 

¢ƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀƭŜ 

deputies produce a photo of their new baby 

girls. Sheriff Overton was also involved 

holding his new granddaughter.  

 

The Office of the Sheriff did a photoshoot 

over a year ago with several of our female 

deputies and their babies. 

Click on the original WSLS-10 story here 

Celebrating National Night Out 

In light of having to cancel this year's 

National Night Out, we will be highlighting 

several sections and divisions of the 

Franklin County Sheriff's Office. 

The first spotlight is on our COPS Program. 

 After Sheriff Bill Overton initiated our 

Citizen's Academy Program (where 

residents participate in a 10-week class 

learning many aspects of the Office of the 

Sheriff), he heard that these graduates 

wanted to be more involved. 

Overton then created the Citizens on Patrol 

unit (COPS) and instituted non-law 

enforcement duties they could assist us in. 

Today, this group is invaluable to our office. 

Their volunteer spirit and desire to give 

back to the community is overwhelming.  

 

Assisting in traffic control at accidents and 

funerals, vehicle unlocks, helping off duty 

deputies by taking their patrol vehicles to 

and from mechanics. This allows patrol 

units to be on the road and not waiting on 

vehicle repairs or maintenance. COPS pick 

their vehicle up and return it to the deputy 

when the work is done. They are a big part 

of many events we are involved in and 

many other helpful tasks. 

The COPS Program personnel all graduated 

from the Citizen's Academy Program and 

agree to volunteer a minimum of 8 hours a 

https://www.wfxrtv.com/news/local-news/franklin-county-sheriffs-department-makes-arrest-in-june-breaking-and-entering-at-exchange-milling-company/?fbclid=IwAR0rPj-R_Y7Vc_2FOE0XgA04s4OpGEuYQtZw52KLX2oizg2EPlvhlcD4BFU
https://www.wsls.com/news/local/2020/07/29/franklin-county-sheriff-four-deputies-welcome-babies-to-department/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=snd&utm_content=wsls10&fbclid=IwAR0n-bwG7E7HfGX9yh0M2-6RjQKHp8iCRPmYEUFprcHSAZG0q7RxLQzLJNM
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month. If you would like more information 

on the Citizen's Academy, call Sgt. Darryl 

King 540-483-6850. We salute this fantastic 

group of men and women. 

National Night Out 

NNO's formation can be linked to the 1970's 

at the Lower Merion Police Department in 

the western suburbs of Philadelphia. From 

there the first ever national event was held 

in August 1984 and has been placed on the 

calendar as the first Tuesday in August each 

year since. Thousands of agencies around 

the United States participate each year in 

National Night Out. Virginia has over 260 

law enforcement entities that are involved 

in NNO on a yearly basis. NNO gives the 

opportunity for law enforcement to join 

with their own community and create a 

night of family fun, interaction with 

residents and showcase each department's 

various divisions. 

 

From all of the presenters that come and 

partner with us each year, to the food 

vendors, bounce houses, displays, 

demonstrations, plus members of the 

Franklin County Sheriff's Office and others, 

we salute you and say THANKS VERY MUCH. 

We wish to say a special thank you to The 

Willard Companies for allowing us the space 

to host our event each year. None of this 

could come together without you guys. 

Thanks so much! 

Public Safety 

A huge part of our yearly National Night Out 

event is the support we receive from 

Franklin County Public Safety.  

 

From the main division in Rocky Mount, to 

Burnt Chimney Fire Department along with 

Scruggs Fire and Rescue, the agencies 
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contribute their time and equipment each 

NNO event we have held. Yearly, the men 

and women of Franklin County Public Safety 

produce countless hours of answering calls, 

inspecting equipment and training to 

provide us with the best fire and rescue 

talents and resources. 

Many times, the Office of the Sheriff 

deputies and the FCPS personnel find 

themselves at the same calls and situations. 

It is during these high stress calls we realize 

how well we partner together, train 

together and work as a team. 

We thank and salute our first responder 

partners all throughout Franklin County for 

the great service you bring to our residents. 

K9 Division 

Each National Night Out, we have our K9 

Deputies and their K9 partners produce 

many demonstrations throughout the 

course of the evening. 

 

Our K9 Division has dogs trained to follow a 

trail of a person lost or wanted, alert on 

drugs and protect the K9 Deputy. This group 

responds and is involved in hundreds of 

calls each year. Being responsible for our K9 

animals, a deputy has to train, exercise, 

feed, water and provide shelter for the dog 

constantly. The deputy must also keep up 

with the K9's medical condition and history. 

This unit is also very active in community 

events. They have been a part of church, 

civic, non-profit and other outreach 

programs. Every K9 deputy will tell you their 

families are a vital part of the love and care 

the dog receives, also.  

So, we thank and salute all our K9 deputies, 

their four-legged partners and their families 

for all the assistance given to the Office of 

the Sheriff. 

Martial Arts 

Deputy Edwin Alejandro is a multi-time 

world champion in martial arts. He, along 

with his wife Audrey, come to our National 

Night Out event each year and produce one 

of our most popular demonstrations. 

As an owner of Sports Martial Arts Studios 

in Rocky Mount, Edwin and Audrey have 

been training young people for many years. 

When SMA arrives at NNO and his crew 

begin to unload the mats, folks start 

gathering around. Once the demonstration 
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begins, it is not unusual for 1/3 of the entire 

crowd to be at Edwin's site. 

 

Deputy Alejandro is not only one of our fine 

deputies, he is also one of the K9 deputies 

plus gives back to the community with his 

martial arts instructions. Edwin also 

mentors young kids along the way.  Thanks 

Edwin, Audrey and all the SMA group for 

what you do. 

E-911 

At our National Night Out events, all one 

has to do is ask the Dispatcher Center to 

participate and they are willing. 

Recently, you may have seen in the news 

where one of our dispatchers guided a 

father in the delivery of his baby. Using our 

Emergency Medical Dispatching System, 

Dispatcher Creighton gave the father 

directions and assisted him, over the phone, 

in the delivery. Public Safety was on seen at 

the moment of completed delivery and did 

a great job taking over at that point. Thanks 

to all our special E911 group. 

 

Boat Patrol 

Franklin County Sheriff's Office began the 

boat patrol several years ago thanks to the 

donations of concerned residents in the 

Smith Mountain Lake area. The FCSO boat is 

normally on the lake from May to 

September, with our focus on assistance 

and safety for all who enjoy the lake areas. 

 

Having a positive impact on the lake, we 

thank all those who have helped us with our 

marine unit. 
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Project Lifesaver 

Since 2006, the Office of the Sheriff has 

participated in the internationally operated 

Project Lifesaver Program. Project Lifesaver 

is the premier search and rescue program 

operated internationally by public safety 

agencies and is stǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ άŀǘ 

Ǌƛǎƪέ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ life-

threatening behavior of wandering. The 

primary mission of Project Lifesaver is to 

provide timely response to save lives and 

reduce potential injury for adults and 

children with the propensity to wander due 

to a cognitive condition. 

As of today's date, there are 31 active 

participants in our county. Six deputies are 

trained in the tracking of clients and they 

are referred to as the Project Lifesaver 

Emergency Response Team. 

 

The Office of the Sheriff funds this program 

solely on the department's annual calendar 

sales, and we are thankful to be able to 

provide this service at no cost to Franklin 

County residents. For more information on 

Project Lifesaver, please contact the 

Franklin County Sheriff's Office at (540) 483-

3000. 

Photo shows the equipment used in Project 

Lifesaver. On the left, the transmitter and 

bands. These are attached, normally to the 

patient's ankle, with a band and the 

family/care giver is to check the battery 

status each day. On the right, is the device 

we use when we receive a call of a patient 

missing. An antenna, receiver box and 

headphones are used to locate the signal, 

which will alert our deputies to the 

approximate location. We also utilize the 

services of our bloodhounds and drones 

when necessary. 

Deputies in School 

Franklin County has 12 elementary schools, 

1 middle school, and 1 high school with a 

total of approximately 6,600 students. 

Protecting our children while they are 

attending school is a top priority for the 

Office of the Sheriff. In addition to the 4 

School Resource Officers, deputies are in 

and out of our local schools multiple times a 

day, at varying times, and interacting with 

the children is always a highlight of our day! 
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Being able to spend time with our youth, 

from Pre-K to High School, allows us to 

build up positive relationships. We want our 

children to know us as a friend and mentor, 

someone that they can depend on to keep 

them safe.  

Within the Office of the Sheriff, there are 

over 60 members who are parents, 15 of 

those are grandparents, and 16 have 

immediate family members who work 

within our school system. As our children 

grow up together in our local schools, we 

are here to protect each and every one of 

our youth just as they are our own. We are 

thankful for our awesome relationship with 

Franklin County Public Schools, who 

welcome us into their classrooms each day! 

Divisions of the FCSO 

The Office of the Sheriff is a full-service law 

enforcement agency for the County of 

Franklin and is responsible for ensuring that 

our residents receive emergency services in 

a timely and efficient manner. The Office 

employs 120-125 members, both sworn and 

non-sworn. We wanted to use this time to 

highlight how our agency is organized: 

 

Our Patrol Division provides all basic law 

enforcement services to the county and is 

made up of about 32 sworn deputies. The 

calls for service provided vary greatly but do 

include both violent and non-violent 

situations, domestic calls, property 

protection calls, warrant services, motorist 

assistance, etc. 

Our Investigations Division provides 

investigative services including general, 

vice/narcotics and special investigations, 

and is made up of about 13 sworn deputies. 

Our Corrections Division provides security 

for the offenders housed at the Franklin 

County Jail and is made up of about 20 

sworn deputies. These members are 

responsible for the care and custody of 

offenders once they arrive to jail, and while 

they are awaiting court or release. They also 

handle the booking of persons who have 
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been arrested. This includes photos, 

fingerprinting, documentation and record 

keeping necessary for each intake. 

Our Courts Division provides security for all 

Franklin County Courthouse functions, as 

well as transportation of offenders from 

other facilities for court in our jurisdiction. 

This division is made up of about 15 sworn 

deputies. 

Our Communications, E911 Center 

dispatches all calls for service for the 

County of Franklin and is made up of about 

20 communications officers. They are 

responsible for managing all emergency 

calls for assistance through law 

enforcement and public safety. This 

includes calls to the Office of the Sheriff, 

the Town of Rocky Mount Police 

Department, Ferrum College Police, Franklin 

County Public Safety, Virginia State Police, 

and the Department of Wildlife Resources. 

There are 4 full-time School Resource 

Officers in our local schools. 

We have 4 members of the Office of the 

Sheriff in our Civil Process Division that are 

responsible for the handling and serving of 

legal and court documents.  

The Office of the Sheriff has about 15 

administrative and clerical members, both 

sworn and non-sworn. These positions 

include the: Sheriff, Major, Patrol Captains, 

Corrections Captain, Professional Standards 

Captain, Communications Director, 

Public/Community Relations, Domestic 

Violence Advocate, Training Coordinator, 

Property/Evidence Technician, 

Administrative Services Manager, and our 

Administrative Assistants. 

Each and every member of the Office of the 

Sheriff is proud to serve and protect 

Franklin County. We will continue to strive 

each day to provide the very best services 

possible. We thank you for your continued 

support and for making Franklin County a 

great place to work and live! 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ²ǊŀǇǎ ǳǇ       

National Night Out 

Standing Watch has posted about our office 

celebrating National Night Out. Choosing to 

cancel this year's event, we wanted an 

opportunity to showcase some of our past 

NNO nights. Many other divisions, agencies, 

groups, organizations and individuals all 

come together to make this NNO event so 

special each year. 
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The Office of the Sheriff continues to serve 

you, the residents of Franklin County, even 

as we go through these challenges. We 

could not produce National Night Out 

without our wonderful community support. 

Thank you to each of you and we pray a 

blessing on all! 

Message from Sheriff Overton 

Franklin County Sheriff, Bill Overton, closes 

out our salute to National Night Out and 

announces a new initiative for the Office of 

the Sheriff. An official press release will be 

issued soon. Special thanks to Kevin Tosh 

and all the Cable 12 staff for being the 

videography work on this endeavor. 

 

Overton message 

 

 

 

 

School Begins Sept. 8th 

 

Sheriff Bill Overton recently delivered a 

video message to all residents of Franklin 

County regarding our schools opening on 

September 8th. Please click on link below to 

ǾƛŜǿΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

soon see buses back on our highways. Help 

protect the students get to and from their 

homes safely. 

Sheriff Overton School Message 

Know Who to Call 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1578351129010897
file://fcsofilesrv01/Users/Sheriff/Deputies/HLNolen/My%20Pictures/Sheriffs%20Pictures/090520%20School%20Opens
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¢ƘŜ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ 

you to know "Who to Call" using the 

Virginia Department of Emergency 

Management Free Calling Chart. From items 

like health, roads, excavating and much 

more. 

Take a look at this link to our Facebook 

page. 

WHO TO CALL 

Meal Donation 

Recently, the Office of the Sheriff received 
meals for our dayshift deputies from Center 
Stage Catering, Inc. Thank you for this 
delicious donation! Your support is greatly 
appreciated! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CALEA 
 

 
 

Franklin County Sheriff, Bill Overton, 

announced on August 20th the Office of the 

Sheriff would begin the process to become 

nationally accredited through the 

Commission on Accreditation for Law 

Enforcement Agencies (CALEA). See the link 

(below) for the full Press Release. 

CALEA 

https://www.facebook.com/VAemergency/photos/a.458750983065/10160384670153066/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinCountySheriff/photos/a.481850741863798/3291926260856218/

